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Trrus iii. 1. 


Put them in mind to be ſubject to principalities and 
powers, 19 obey magiſt rates, to be ready to every 
 $ood Work. Wyn 


9 


1 T is a ſtrong internal proof of the truth and ex- 
cellence of the Chriſtian religion, that it inculcates 
the duties of the various relations of life by the 
ſtrongeſt motives, that can be propoſed to the hu- 
man mind. Among, theſe relations that of magi- 
ſtrates and ſubjects is of the higheſt importance to 
the exiſtence and welfare of ſociety. The ipirit of 
God has left upon record many injunctions reſpect- 
ing this relation, which claim the ſerious attention 
of Chriſtians, and without the due obſervation of 
wich men can have no intereſt in the privileges 


„ 4 


and NEED of the goſpel. To explain theſe dutizs 
and urge the performance of them, conſtitutes an 
important part of the counſel of God, which, the 
miniſters of Chriſt are bound to declare unto men. 
The apoſtles ſuggeſted many exhortations to the 
duties of good {ubjeAs.-—St Paul, when giving di- 
rections to Titus his {on in the guſpel as to the diſ- 
charge of his paſtoral 'office at Crete, ſays in my 
text. Put them in mind to be ſubje& to princi- 


< palities and powers, to obey maviſtrates, to be 


ready to every good work.“ By principalitics 
and powers, ſeem to have been meant kings, emper- 
ors, or ſuch as were inveſted with ſ upreme authori- 
ty in the ſtate. By magiſtrates, thoſe who acted 
under their authority im the adminiſtration of juſ. 
tice and ſupport of good order in the different dif. 
tricts of the empire; ſuch as the governors of pro- 
vinces, the rulers of cities, thoſe who preſided in 
tribunals: of judgment, and all who were charged 
with the execution of the law. The citizens at 
large were to be reminded by the miriſters of the 
goſpel, to be ſubject or obedient. to their civil 
rulers, not only for wrath or the ſæar of puniſh- 
ment, but for conſcience-ſaxe. The injunction 
is the more remarkable, as the rulers immediate 
1y alluded to were heathens ; and ſome of them were 
violent oppoſers of the Chriſtian faith, and perſecu- 
tors of thoſe who embraced it. Far were the apoſ- 
tles from enflaming the minds of their adherents, 
even againſt ſuch rulers, or exciting them to acts of 


{edition or rebellion. Far were they from teaching 
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the followers of Chriſt. 


{ 4 } 


that a d' ference in their religious creed, releaſed 


them from ſubjection to their civil ſupertors in the 
ordinary intercourſe of life, or in any cafe where 
human authority was not exerted in direct contra- 
diction to the laws of God. On the contrary they 


ſtrictly enjoined obedience in all things lawful, and 


ſhewed that the goipel, inſtead of weakening the 
hands of magiſtrates. tended preatly to ſtrengthen 


their influence and promote their ſucceſs in the diſ- 


charge of their public functions. If obedience to 
heathen magiſtrates was enjoined, ſurely Chriſ- 


tian rulers, whoſe authority is exerted in favour of 


the inſtitutions of the-goſpel, are entitled to a ſtill 
higher degree of regard, by thoſe who profeſs to be 
I need therefore make no 
apology, whilſt 1 endeavour to illuſtrate the import 
and extent of the exhortation in my text, 
urge Four compliance wr it. 


Ir may be proper to premiſe the limitations on 
this general precept, which either reaſon or the 


principles of the goſpel ſuggeſt. Far is it from be- 


ing the meaning of the apoſtle to enjoin an unlimi- 
ted or implicit obedience to the commands of ru- 
lers, whether they are founded in juſtice and huma- 
mty or not. Should their authority at any time be 
employed for giving ſanction to impiety and vice, 
for abrogating any of the ten commandments, or 
enacting what is contrary to the unchangeable laws 
of pans in ſuch caſes a refuſal to obey becomes a 
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64 
branch of moral obligation, nay reſiſtance itſelf may 
be proper. No truth can be more clear, than that 
the authority of God is paramount to all human ju- 
riſdiction, and that we ought to obey God rather 
than men. When rulers iſſue mandates repugnant 
to the laws of God, they counteract the deſign of 
their office; for they are appointed to be the mini- 
ſters ot God for good, for the terror of evil doers, 
and for the praiſe or encouragement of them that 
do well. In the Old Teſtament we find Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meſhach and Abednego, and other an- 
tient worthies refuſing to comply with the idola- 
tous worſhip commanded by tyrants, and chuſing 

rather to encounter the fierceſt lions, and to be ex- 

poſed to a burning fiery furnace, than to violate 
the dictates of their eonſciences. In matters of reli- 
gion the Chriſtian faith has taught us to call no man 
Our maſter or lord » for one is our maſter, even 
Chriſt. The religion, which our Lord taught, 
though agreeable to the writipgs of Moſes and the 
- prophets, was contrary to the prejudices or erro- 
neous apprehenſions of the Jewiſh prieſts and ru- 
lers, as well as ſubverſive of the eſtabliſhed. religion 
of the Roman empire. His apoſtles, whilſt they 
communicated a ſyſtem of the pureſt morality, and 
exemplified it in their own conduct, enjoined men 
not to renounce the goſpel or violate its obligations 
from the love of life or the proſpe& of any. world- 
ly. advantage whatſoever. Chriſtians were required 


_ 1 0ð go every length in obeying the lawtul . 
„ 1 bY 0 
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3 
of their ſuperiors; but when their commands were 
inconſiſtent with the will ot God, then the obliga- 


tion to obedience ceaſed, it was clearly incumbent 
on them to obey God rather than man. 


Acain, The exhortation to be ſubject to principa- 
lities and powers, does not exclude an attention to 
our rights as Citizens, and to prevent the encroach- 
ments of arbitrary power. There are reciprocal 
rights of magiſtrates and ſubjects, ſounded in rea- 
{on and in the conſtitution of. different countries. 
Theſe ought to be duly regarded and obſerved. 
The righteous Governor of the world has not in- 


tended that the property and lives of the great bo- 


dy of the people, ſhould be at the arbitrary diſpoſal 
of a few powerful individuals. Authority is dele- 
gated or committed to rulers, for the protection of 
the innocent and worthy, and for the punithment of 
evil-doers. When powers are uſurped, that are in- 
conſiſtent with the great ends of magiſtracy, a com- 
munity are certainly juſtifiable in taking meaſures 
either for altering their ſorm of government, or im- 
proving it, and introducing ſuch laws or regulations, 
as may ſecure to the ſubjects a reaſonable portion 
o civil and religious liberty, and preſerve the order 
and peace of ſociety. The hiſtory of the world 

ſhews how wretched are the circumſtances of thoſe 
nations, that are under arbitrary. governments. 
How depreſſed are the powers of the mind, how 
low their attainments in ſcience and in the arts of 
life, how precarious their enjoyment of every per- 
ſonal . 


12 

fonal and domeſtic comfort! Though it was not 
the purpoſe of divine revelation to ſuggeſt plans 
for the government of nations, it is ſuitable to the 
principles of juſtice and benevolence, which it in- 
culcates, that they ſhould form ſuch laws and ar- 
rangements, as may moſt effectually promote the 
proſperity and happineis of ſociety. 

Bor theſe limitations on the apoſtolical in junc- 
tion, do by no means juitify men in attempts to ſub- 
vert a good government, or in improper meaſures 
for reforming the conſtitution of their country. 
Frequently theſe attempts do not flow from pub- 
lic ſpirit, or a regard to the true intereſt of ſociety. 
Sometimes, they proceed from miſapprehenſion of 
the plans of adminiſtration, from too eager an at- 
tachment to the intereſts of particular claſſes-or de- 
ſcriptions of citizens, and imperfect or erroneous 
views of what is for the general good. In general, 
thoſe, who are placed at the helm of government 
are much better qualified from their opportunities 
of information, and from their habits of attention 
to political ſubjects, to judge of what is for the be- 
nefit of the ſtate, than others are: and in moſt caſes 
the community have an important ſafeguard, 
from the intereſts of their rulers being cloſely in- 
terwoven with their own, When their conduct is 
not glaringly wrong, much credit and confidence 
are due to them ; though I argue not for an impli- 


it confidence, that excludes examination of public 
| meaſures- 


FT. 


meaſures... Frequently the cry about abuſes im go- 
vernment and the need for reformation in the ſtate, 
is raiſed by worthleſs and ſeditious perſons, who 
have either ſquandered away their own fortunes in 
vice and folly, or who have been diſappointed in 
ſchemes of ambition, and are eager by iuzh means 
to raiſe themſelves to ſituations of honour and amflu- 
ence. The leaſt of their care is the good of the na- 
tion; though by warm profeſſions of regard io it, 
and ſpecious repreſentations of ſuppoſed or real 
grievances, (for what human government is perfect) 
they are often too ſuccefsful in ſpreading a flame of 
diſcontent with their rulers among the people, and 
exciting them to acts of diſobedience and ſedition. 
Againſt ſuch falſe reformers, who would hazard the 
order and peace of ſociety for their own theoretical 
plans of government, or the gratification of their 
private paſſions, we would guard you. Shun con- 
nection with them, as withdrawing you from the 
duties of good citizens, and from a due conformity : 
to the precepts of our religion. But whilſt I ſug- 
geſt this caution, I am far from wiſhing to involve 
in a general cenſure, all who oppoſe the meaſures 
of rulers, or urge plans of public reformation. Some 
of them are honeſt and well intentioned ; and at 
different periods, Providence hath raiſed up men of 
eminent wiſdom and virtue for enlightening the 
minds of mankind, vindicating the oppreſſed, and 
ſecuring the juſt claims of civil and religious liber- 


ty. To men of this. deſcription. are We indebted 
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under God for the ineſtimable bleſſings c * the reſor- 
mation from popery, and the legal eſtabliſhment of 


our excellent conſtitution at the glorious ra of the 
revolution | in 1688. | 


Havixo made theſe prelimmary remarks, I ſhall 
now proceed to a more particular illuſtration of the 
duties mentioned in the text and the obligations 
to comply with them. Put them in mind to be 
© ſubject to principalities and powers, to obey ma- 
* giltrates, and to be ready to every good work.” 


Firſt, Tnis exhortation implies that honour or 
reſpect is due to the perſons of magiſtrates. The 
fifth Commandment, which requires honour to pa- 
rents, has been univerſally and juſtly underſtood as 
enjoining reſpect to other ſuperiors, of this num- 
ber are magiſtrates, | Their office denotes them to 
be a kind of fathers or guardians of the community, 
and entitled to a large ſhare of that honour from 


them, which fathers ought to have from their chil- 


dren. Doubtleſs in both caſes the degree of rever- 
ence will depend much upon the fidelity, with 
which they diſcharge the duties of theſe relations. 
A ſon honoureth his father, and a ſervant his mal- 
ter, more eſpecially when they ſhew a' du- 
tiful and affectionate attention to the members of 
their family. Worthy rulers, who exert them- 
ſelves witli affiduity for the benefit of ſociety, are 


entitled to. much reſpe& and gratitude. But even 
| | when 


\ 


I 
12 WW; 
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when there may be conſiderable defects in the cha- 


racter of magiſtrates, the ſubjects are.not exempted 


from the obligations to honour them for their office? 


fake; for without due reſpect to them the objects 
of their office, or the good order of ſociety cannot 


be effectually maintained. If their perſons are not 
treated with reverence, if their adminiſtration is 
wantonly abuſed, the influence of government or 


the authority of laws will be e An 
nithed, | 


— 


I ArrRnovx not of the flattery of princes and rul- 
ers, nor of any complimentary addreſſes and pro- 


feſſions of regard to them, which are not the dic- 
tates of the heart truth and integrity are indiſpen- 


ſably requiſite of a good man in all the intercourſe 
of life, But it is clearly incumbent on us to ſpeak 
and write as favourably of the conduct of magiſtrates 
as we can, in a conſiſtency with truth. We ſhould 
be candid in the judgraent we ferm of the deciſions 
they pronounce, or the meaſures they adopt and 
purſue. We ſhould not impute bad motives to 
them, but upon the ſtrongeſt evidence of corruption 
or malverſation. In doubtful caſes we ſhould al- 
ways lean to the favourable ſide, and preſume that 
they have acted upon proper information and juſt 
reaſons of policy, though it may not be expedient to 
explain them, or though we. may not Have the 
acuteneſs to diſcern them. When their adminiſtra- 
tion 2 appears to be laudable, we ſhould be ready to 

B | acknowledge 


taxes. 


4 


danowhkedge it, and to imprefs the minds of our fel- 


low ſubjects with lentiinents of loyalty. The in- 
firmities of a magiſtrate, as well as of a parent, 


we ſhould on many occaſions be diſpoſed to cover 


or conceal. In every private and public teſtimony 
of reſpect to worthy rulers it becomes good citizens 
chearſully to concur. This is doubtleſs implied in 
the injunction; Put them in mind to be ſubject to 
6/principalities and powers. 

Secondly, Tus exhortation implies that we ſhould 
contribute chearſully to the ſupport of government. 
This we are to do partly by a regular payment of 
It is evident that government in no coun- 
try can be maintained but at a very conſiderable 


expence, and that expence will be proportioned'to 


the number of the inhabitants, the ſtate of manufac. 


tures and commerce, and other circumſtances. In 
large kingdoms there muſt be judges, n 


magiſtrates, 
and many others employed in the execution of the 
law, and ſupport of order and Peace in ſociety. 


There muſt be an order of men to inſtruct their fel. 


low citizens in the principies of religion and mora- 


lity. The incurſions of foreign enemies, as well 


as inteſtine com: notions, render it requiſite to have 


armies and navies for the protection of our proper- 


Nothing can. be 


ty, our religion, and our lives, 


more reaſonable than that thoſe. who are employ- 
ing their time and talents for che benefit of ſociety, 


| thould be ported at the public expence. Every 


7 | | | civilized 
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civilized ſociety has been ſenſivle of the juſtice of 
this claim, and has made proviſion for their ſupport 
by taxes and other means. 


Thoſe who have been 


inveſted by the community with the power of legiſla- 
tion, have laid on the ſubjects ſuch taxes, as they 


thought ſuitable to their circumſtances and the exi- 
gences of the ſtate. Without the payment of theſe 


theoperationsof government could not go on. If you 
would then comply with the exhortation, to be ſub- 
ject to principalities and Powers, you muſt make 
conſcience of paying the taxes that are appointed 
by the laws of the land. 


juſt in their ordinary dealings with their neigh- 


ing the public revenue. 
the taxes, or have a favourable opportunity of 
{muggling or buying ſmuggled goods, they account 
it a {mall offence, or none at all, to obtain ſuch ad- 


vantage. 


There are many, that are 


bours, who are not equally ſcrupulous as to defraud- 
If they can evade any of 


But this is a groſs error in morals, and 


ſtrongly diſcountenanced by the principles of our 


holy religion. 


Our divine Saviour paid tribute- 
money both for himſelf and his diſciples. | 
their poverty might have ſerved as an apology for 


Though 


not pay ing it, he choſe to work a miracle to furniſh 
the means of complying witk this demand, and en- 


joined his followers to render. to Ceſar the things 


that are Cæſar's, as well as to God the things that 
are God's. St Paul, under the infallible guidance 


of the. Holy 8 Spirit, commanded the believing Ro- 
mans to render to all their dues; tribute to whom 


B 2 


* a 


6 


© tribute is due; cuſtom, to whom cuſtom ; fear, to 
« whom fear; honour, to whom honour.“ Such, 


therefore, as withhold taxes, are chargeable with 
the violation of the divine, as well as human laws; 5 


Of laws which, if generally tranſgreſſed, would anni- 
hilate government, and deprive men of the advan- 


tages of ſociety. But beſides taxes, it is the duty 
of worthy ſubjects in extraordinary emergencies to 


aid the exigencies of the ſtate by voluntary contribu- 
tions, according to their circumſtances. To this 
duty the more opulent members of ſociety are par- 
ticularly called, and many have done eſſential 
ſervice by ſuch exertions of munificence. Fur- 
ther, It is not only by their purſes, but by their per- 


ſons or lives that good ſubjects ſhould be willing to 


maintain and defend their civil and religious rights. 
For the protection of theſe government is intended, 


and that form of government is beſt and moſt wor- 
thy of being defended, by which theſe rights are 


moſt effectually ſecured. Such is the conſtitution 


of that kingdom, in which we have the happineſs to 


live. By noble exertions of our worthy anceſtors 
theſe invaluable rights were procured, in oppoſition 
to the encroachments of tyranny and arbitrary 
power; and many of them bled and died in the glo- 
rious cauſe of liberty and of religion. We have 


much cauſe to revere the memory of theſe illuſtri 


ous patriots, and to prize that conſtitution, which, 
by the bleſſing of God on their exertions, was eſta- 


bliſhed by law, and has been continued in our 
land 
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. 
land for more than a hundred years. During that 
long period our fathers and we have enjoyed an un- 


uſual degree of private happineſs and public proſpe- 


rity. Under our free government ſcience has made 
agriculture, manufactures and 
commerce have flouriſhed to a high degree, and 
riches poured in upon many individuals, perhaps 
too much for their beſt intereſts. The avenues to 
preferment and wealth have been open to citizens of 
all ranks. The freedom of the preſs, thatgreat ſource 
of knowledge and pleafure, has been enjoyed. 


Law has been in general adminiſtered with impar- 
tiality and vigour, and the ſafety of our property 


and lives fully ſecured. We have fat under our 
vines and fig-trees without any to make us afraid. 
In no period of our hiſtory have the ſacred and ineſ- 
timable rights of conſcience been ſo much regarded 
and maintained*, A ſpirit of toleration has prevail- 
ed. The ſcriptures have been open to the peruſal 
of all, and free enquiry in religion encouraged. - All 
ſeQs have had liberty to publiſh their opinions, and 
to worſhip God according to the dictates of their 
wn minds. I know nct that any 1 nation can be 

ds compared 


*The Author of this ſermon muſt, however, expreſs his 


fincere regret of ſome violent exertions of Patronage in this 


Church, and their effects. He is perſuaded, that a due atten- 


tion to the inclination of the Pariſhioners in the ſettling of 


vacant pariſhes would prove highly conducive, both to the 
religious and political intereſts of this country. In many 


ſettlements this attention 1s ſhewy, and it is uniformly attend- 
ed with ws effeds, 
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compared to us ſor thoſe privileges, that are moſt 
dear to reaſonable creatures and citizens. Shall we 
then liſten to thoſe, who would ſhake our regard to 
our excellent conſtitution, and alienate our affec- 
tions from our worthy ſovereign and his illuſtrious 
family, that have been the faithful guardians of our 
civil and religious rights. Let us turn a deaf ear 
to their deluſive arguments, and view them as ene- 
mies to the peace und happineſs of our country. 
Let us unite with firmneſs, if needful, both againſt 
ſoreign and internal enemies of our happy conſtitu- 
tion, and be willing to ſhed the laſt drop of our 
blood in its defence. Let us prove ourſelves loy- 
al and peaceable ſubjects, and ſhew that we feel the 
force of that ſacred admonition: Put them in 
mind to be ſubject to ] rincipalities and powers, 
to obey magiſtrates, and to be ready to every 
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« goo! work.” 
Thirdh, Tais exhortation implies, that good 
ſubjects ſhould obey the laws of | their country and 
maintain a peaceable deportment. The great end 
of magiſtracy is to preſerve peace and good order 
in ſociety. In all ages and countries of the world, 
there have been frequent diſputes about the proper- 
i ty of individuals; and in proportion to the increaſe 
of inhabitants and affluence in any country, theſe 
diſputes have been more numerous. In barbarous 
ages ſuch conteſts have been decided by, the point 


| lof the {word ; Private or family feuds have been 
carticd 
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carried on with encreaſed hoſtility throegh ſuccef- 
five generations. *Rapine and violence have pre- 
vailed, and the moſt important rights. have been 


torn with impunity from the weak by the arm of 


the ſtrong, In matters of litigation parties intereſt- 


ed are incompetent judges of the juſtice and extent 
of their own claims; they almoſt never fail to mag- 


nify the injuries they have received, and if left to 


take revenge or reparation themſelves, they would 
do it with immoderate rigour. They would in- 


dulge the caprice of their tempers, and the violence 


of paſſion, initead of being ſatisfied with their juſt 


rights. On many occaitons, from miſapprehenſion 
of their own rights they would encroach on thoſe 
of their neighbours. To prevent ſuch abuſes mo- 
giſtrates and judges have been appointed in every 


* 


cCivilized ſociety, whole office it is to inveſtigate 
with coolneſs and diligence the conteſted rights of 


their fellow- citizens, to repreſs and puniſh crimes 
according to their real demerit, and to adminiſter 
juſtice without reſpect of perſons. To attain theſe 
important objects codes of laws have been framed 
with deliberation, ſuited to the various exigencies 
of different ſocieties. Theſe have been uſually 
founded on the principles of natural juſtice, and cal- 
culated to promote the benefit of the community. 
Many regulations have been made as to the rights 
of men; crimes have been defined, and the means 


of trial and conviction preſcribed ;- and various pe- 
alties or puniſhments. have been denounced againſt 5 


tranſgreſſors. 


ens 


(16. ) 


tranlgreſſors. By the ſupreme legiſlative authority 
of any ſtate are thoſe laws enacted, which are the 
ſafeguards of character, property and life. It is 
the province of magiſtrates or judges to put theſe 
laws in execution, and to regulate their deciſions, 
not by their own pleaſure, but by the public law of 
the country. Under all forms of government the 
adminiſtration of juſtice has been an important ob- 
ject of attention; thbugh doubtleſs ſome political 
eſtabliſhments have been much more conducive to 
the ſafety and happineſs of mankind than others. 
In every ſtate obedience to the exiſting laws (when 
not contrary to the law of God) and a ſteady com- 
pliance with the obligations of truth, righteouſneſs, 
and peace, are eſſential duties of good ſubjects. 
Without this obedience, the bonds of fociety would 
be looſened, and there would be no ſecurity for the 
enjoyment of any valuable right. Such is the ob- 
vious meaning and the ſpirit of the injunction in 
mytext, and of many other paſſages of ſacred 5 
writ. Loet every ſoul be ſubje& to the _ H 
powers: for their is no power but of God; 


+ Ponta that be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever 
_* reſicteth the power, refiſteth the ordinance of God ; 


© and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
© damnation. Submit yourſelves to every ordinance 
© of man tor the Lord's fake; whether it be tothe king 
© as ſupreme; or unto governors, as unto them that 
are ſent by him for the puniſhment of evil-doers, 


285 for the praiſe of them that do well.“ Far am 
by . I how: 
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1 however from arguing, as the advocates fer de- 


fpotiſm have done, that theſe and ſimilar paſſages 
enjoin an implicit ſubmiſſion to rulers, and a tame 
aquieſcence in exiſting laws, whether they be right 
or wrong. Theſe texts muſt be explained in a con- 
fiſtency with the intention or end of government, 
which is the good of the community, and with the 
conduct of our Lord and his apoſtles, who did not, 


in matters of religion, comply with the requiſitions, 


of rulers in church and ſtate. Doubtleſs it is the 
right of ſubjects to ſtate their grievances to thoſe, 
who have power to redreſs them ; to apply for the ab- 
rogation of ſuch laws as experience has ſhewn to be 
hurtful to the public intereſt, or to propoſe new 
laws, and improvements of thoſe which are at pre- 
ſent in force. Theſe rights are acknowledged in 


the conſtitution of our own and other free countries. 


But, though they are important rights, they are to 


be exerciſed with caution, Thoſe inſtitutions and 


laws, which have ſubſiſted for ages, are in general 
falutary : and frequency in the change of laws, 


without ſtrong reaſons of juſtice or expediency, ex- 


hibits a legiſlature as weak and unworthy of confi» 
dence. Innovations in government ſhould not be 


haftily adopted. They are often the ſuggeſtions of 


bold ſpeculators, many of whom are influenced by 
vanity, and ſometimes by Wee wotives, in their 


Plaus of reſorm. 
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Tax generality of the laws of nations are found- 
ed on juſtice and public utility, and have a claim to 
obedience from their intrinſic excellence, as well as 
from the authority by which they are enacted. 
But though the expediency of ſome of them ſhould 


| not be apparent, though we may wiſh them to be 


altered, yet, whilſt they remain unrepealed, we are 
bound to oblerye them, A refuſal to obey can be 
juſtified on no ſolid principles, It is ſetting up our 


own opinions in oppoſition to the wiſdom of the 


ſtate ; it opens a wide door for anarchy and confu- 
lion, if every man is to be governed by laws no far- 


ther than they are agreeable to himſelf. It is dire&- 


ly repugnant to the injunction to be ſubject to 


+ principalities and powers, and to and magi: 
if ſtrates.“ | 4 . ; 


Ozxviexce to magiſtrates claims alſo our atten- 
tion, as a part of the apoſtle's exhortation. To 
them the ſword of government is entruſted. They 


are veſted with the power of executing the laws of 


their country, and preſerving good order and peace 
in the particular counties or cities, over which they 


preſide. Not only are their perſons to be reſpect- 


ed, but their deciſions and exertions of authority to 


have due influence in ſociety. Their determina- 


tions, in matters of right or juſtice, ſhould be chear- 
fully ſubmitted to by the parties intereſted. And 
though the power of appeal to ſuperior judicatories 


er to a court of laſt reſort, is an important privilege, 


( 19 ) 
in moſt caſes, an acquieſcence in the deciſions of 
wiſe and uptight judges, in the firſt inſtance, is a lafe 
and prudent conduct. Their deciſions are uſually 
confirmed; and the prolonging of law-luits is al- 
ways attended with much expence and trouble. 


A zzapy obedience is alſo due to magiſtrates, 


when employed in ſupporting good order, and re- 
prefling vice in the community. Not only muſt 
good ſubjects obey all their lawful commands, but 
ſtep forward, when needful, to ſtrengthen their 
| hands, and proſper their exertions for overawing 


and puniſhing the diſobedient and licentious. Thoſe | 
who refrain from open acts of ſedition, do not de- 
ſerve the name of loyal and worthy ſubjects, if they 


are very ready to ſpeak evil of dignities, or arraigng 

without juſt cauſe or evidence, the conduct of ru- 
lers. Though rulers ſhould be reſponſible for their 
adminiftration, and no conſtitution admits of more 
freedom in inveſtigating and animadverting on pu- 
blic meaſures than our own, a virtuous and candid 
mind will not be precipitate in cenſure, or in hold- 
ang forth thoſe in authority as unworthy of confi- 
dence. No man, in any ſtation of importance, 


would chaſe his own conduct to be judged of with 


ſuch raſhneſs and ſeverity. Why then ſhould we 


do ſo to thoſe, whoſe character and tranſactions are 


of more extenſiye inflyence 3 in ſociety. 


3 leads me to obſerve, that A peaceable 


deportment i is an important Part of the character 
EA? of 


1 


of good ſubje&ts. No virtue is more inculcated. 


in ſcripture, than that of a peaceable ſpirit. 
We are enjoined to follow peace, or live pea- 
ceably with all men, to avoid {trite and con- 


_tention, to abſtain from injuring our neighbour 


in any reſpect, to reconcile thoſe who are at va- 
riance, to bear injuries with meekneſs, to forgive, 
and do good even to enemies. As members of ſo- 
cCiety, we are required to lead quiet and peaceable 
lives in all godlineſs and honeſty. The love of 
peace muſt influence our conduct in every relation. 
In domeſtic life, by an inoffenſive, kind, and obli- 
ging deportment, and by promoting harmony in the 


families, to which we belong. Amongſt our neigh- 


bours, by being peace · makers, or by uſing our beſt 
endeavours to preſerve or reſtore good agreement. 
In the church or Chriſtiarr ſocieties, by holding the 
unity of the faith in the bond of peace, by convin- 
cing the erroneous, by reclaiming offenders with 
meekneſs, and by exerciſing moderation towards 
thoſe, who differ from us in their ſentiments—As 
citizens, by being quiet and obedient to lawful au- 
thority; by abſtaining from all ſeditious meetings 
and converſation, and promoting, by our- influ- 
ence, good order and peace in the communities with 
which we are connected. Very different is the 
character of thoſe, who are of a turbulent fpirit, al- 
ways grumbling at their own condition, complain- 
ing of their ſuperiors, and raiſing ſtrife and diſſen- 
tion among their neighbours, 


. Bor what ſhall I fay of thoſe who "0 in 
mobs, 
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mobs, and ſtretch out the hand of violence to 


injure the perſons or property of others. By 
ſuch a conduct they violate, in an outrageous 


manner, all the duties of good ſubjects, and all 
the injunctions in Scripture, to be ſubject to prin- 


cipalities and powers, and to obey magiſtrates. The 
objects of their fury are frequently not thoſe who. 


deſerve it, but ſuch as, through prejudice and min- 
formation, have incurred their diſpleaſure. But 
whether worthy or not, what right has a mob to be 
their judges and puniſhers ? Who has put the ſword 
of the magiſtrate in their hands? They are uſur- 
ping powers that do not belong to them. They are 
condemning and puniſhing their fellow- citizens 
without any trial, or without aſſording them oppor- 
tunity of anſwering any charge againſt them, which 


is the groſſeſt tyranny and injuſtice. Indeed, be- 
ſides the objects of popular odium; many others 
who live in their vicinity, feel the alarm, and ſome- 
times the miſchief of ſuch tumultuous proceedings. 
Their houſes are no longer their ſanctuary. Their 


5 , families do not feel themſelves ſecure either at home, 


or when going abroad about their proper buſineſs. 
In ſuch a ſtate of anarchy, no man can call his 
property his own, or enjoy in peace the well. earned 
fruits of his induſtry. The wanton rage of the mul- 
titude may pull down or ſet fire to his houſe, or may 
deſtroy his furniture, his ſock in trade, his manu- 
ſeripts and library, or the moſt valuable acquiſitions 
of genius and labour. But the lives of men are no 
95 endangered than their Property by popular in- 
3 


Fo 
- 


* 


furreQions. An enraged mob have no bowels of 
mercy, and ſometimes ſcruple not to commit the 
moſt atrocious acts of cruelty. Nothing leſs than 


the blood of the objects of their prejudice and aver- 


fon will ſatisfy them; the lives of many worthy ci- 
tizens have fallen a ſacrifice to their relentleſs rage. 
This is not an ideal picture, nor an exaggerated 
repreſentation of the pernicious effects of mobs. It 
has been often realized in the hiſtory of this and o- 
ther countries; of which probably ſome recent ex. 
amples will occur to your remembrance. I wiſh] 


could ſay that no inſtances of mobs had ever occur- 


ed in this city. But truth obliges me to acknow- 
ledge it with ſorrow ; and my duty as a friend of 
Tociety and 2 miniſter of the goſpel of peace calls 
me, in the moſt affectionate manner, to caution you 
againſt all tumultuous proceedings. In no country, 
even the molt free, can men expect to be exempt- 


ed from all ſources of uneaſineſs; nor is it the Will 


of Providence that all men ſhould have an equal 
ſhare of profperity. Many of the evils that befal 
us, are the wile diſcipline of our heavenly Father 
for our trial and improvement. Imperfection muſt 
| neceſſarily belong to all human inſtitutions; and leſ- 
| ſer evils ſhould be ſubmitted to chearfully by good 
ſubjects, when they conſider the many great bene- 


fits they derive from government. With regard to 
what they deem important grievanoes, they ſhould 


apply in a legal or conſtitutional way for redreſs 


in this country, * claims are likely to meet with 
Alten- 
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attention; but ſhou'd they not be immediately 
complied with, it is fit that we ſhould ſubmit to pre- 
ſent hardſhips, and wait for a more favourable op- 
portunity of obtaining relief. Men of integrity 
may differ in opinion as to the fitneſs of particular 
meaſures of government, or of privileges ſolicited 
by particular claſſes of citizens. What may be be. 
neficial to ſome corporations or individuals, may be 
hurtful to the ſtate in general. Many are miiled 
by an undue attachment to their own intereſt, and 
contracted views of the public good. Whatever 
may be the immediate iſſue of juſt and liberal pro- 
poſals, there is reaſon to think, that, in time, the 
claims of juſtice and humanity will be ſucceſsful in 
enlightened aſſemblies, over the influence of party, 
and the ſuggeſtions of private intereſt. Theſe are 
my feelings on a review of late numerous applica- 
tions to our legiſlature, as to the abolition of the A- 
frican ſlave mm in which I chearfully concurred. 


8 I leave this branch of my ſubjeR; I would 
obſerve, that ſuch as excite mobs by thgir influence, 
are not leſs hoſtile to the peace of ſociety, than thoſe 
who might join in them. Indeed, in general, they 
are more ſo, by ſetting them in motion, and prompt. 
ing them to acts of violence and deſolation. Tho 
| leaders in miſchievous deſigns have a peculiar ſhare 
| of guilt, and are juſtly conſidered as obnoxious to 
| leverer puniſhment than others. Among the multi- 
| tude that aſſemble in riots, many like thoſe in the mob 
Ki Epheſus 1 know * what purpoſe they have 
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come together. Curioſity, idleneſs, intemperance, 
and the love of ſpoil, ſtimulate their exertions, and 
| produce the moſt pernicious conſequences to them. 
ſelves and others. But though ſuch a behaviou is 
highly culpable, far more criminal is the conduct 
of thoſe who premeditate miſchief, or lay plans for 
diſturbing the public peace, and injuring the proper. 
ty and perſons of their neighbours. Such as in. 
flame the minds of the multitude by unjuſt repreſen- 
tations of characters, or by falſe or exaggerated 
ſtatements of public grievances ; ſuch as publiſh and 
circulate books and pamphlets of a ſeditious nature, 
which tend to alienate the affections of the people 
from our amiable Sovereign, and the excellent Con- 
ſtitution of this country, which has long been the 
admiration of the world; ſuch as attempt to dimi- 
niſh reverence to magiſtrates, and obedience to the 
laws of the land; ſuch as communicate ideas in- 
conſiſtent with the ſubordination of ſociety, or with 
the ſecure enjoyment of our private property, which 
has been obtained by induſtry, or tranſmitted by in- 
keritance or the deſtination of friends. —All ſuch 
perſons are deeply chargeable with contempt of the 
authority of God, and with ſubverting the order 
and peace of ſociety. That there are ſome of this 
deſcription in this kingdom there is reaſon to be · 
eve; I hope they are not many. Every good 
fubjec& will ſay! My ſoul, come not thou into 
their ſecrets ; unto their aſſembly, mine honour, 


A * not thou united, The guilt of liſtening 0 
_ the 


6 25. ) 
their ſuggeſtions, and following out their ſeditious 


counſels is much aggravated by its being a grols | 


abuſe of the bleſſings of an excellent government, 
and of an uncommon degree of national and private 


_ proſperity at the preſent conjuncture. It implies 


much ingratitude to Providence, and may provoke 
God to deprive us of the diſtinguiſhed benefits ws 
have lo long nee 8 | 


"id 1. ſhall . now 5 to the laſt part 
of the apoſtle's exhortation. Put them in mind 
do be ready to every good work.“ This denotes 


the cultivation of every virtue, or the practice of 


all the duties of the Chriſtian life. The ſubject is 


too extenſive to be treated of fully at preſent. 1 
ſhall content myſelf with reminding you of ſome of 
thoſe virtues, that are moſt eſſentially connected 5 
with your being worthy members of ſociety. Of 


theſe the moſt important is piety; and it is the foun- 
dation or beſt ſecurity for the exerciſe of every other 
virtue; Notwithſtanding the aſſertions of ſome poli- 
ticians of a neighbouring country to the contrary, 
it will be found that religion is the only ſure cement 
of ſociety, and that the moſt effeftual principle to 
influence men to the due diſcharge of ſocial duties, 
is a firm belief in God as their Supreme Governor 


and Judge, and that theſe duties have the e 0 


lanction of his authority. 
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 MarxTain, therefore, upon your minds live- 
ly impreſſions of the preſence and perfections of 


God, and of your accountableneſs to him as your 


Ruler and Judge. Let your attention be ſteadi- 
ly fixed. upon the purity of the character and 
religion of Chriſt, and upon the awful diſplays of 


the malignity and demerit of fin, which are exhibit. 


ed in his ſufferings and death. Join, to a regular 


attendance on the public ordinances of religion, a 


ſtrict attention to the duties of domeſtic and ſecret 
Theſe exerciſes will, by the bleſſing of 
God, ſtrengthen both pious and benevolent affec- 


 tions—They will prove the moſt effectual reſtraint 
from ſin, and powerful excitement to abound in e. 


very good work. If you fear God, you will honour 
_ the king and magiſtrates as his vicegerents, and 
be fubject to them, not only for wrath, but for con- 
ſeience ſake. In our folemn acts of religion, we 
are enjoined to pray for our rulers, and the proſper- 
ity of their adminiſtration. © I exhort, that ſup- | 
+ plications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of 


thanks be made for all men. For kings and all that 


axe in authority, that we may lead a quiet and pea- | 
+ ceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty: For this 1s 


4 good and acceptable in the ſight of God our Savi- 


our.“ Let this duty be performed with ſincerity 


and frequency; and then you will not fail to yield 


à dutiful obedience to o magiſtrates, and to the laws of 
| YOu country. 
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F URTRER, As good citizens, you muſt be induſ. 
trious in'the buſineſs of your callings. Providence 


has uſually connected diligence in our ſecular af- 


fairs with ſucceſs. * The hand of the diligent ma- 
keth rich ;* but the flothful and the waſter ſhall 
come to want. Induſtry is a duty, which we owe 


to our families and to ſociety ;—to our families; 


that we may obtain the means of ſubſiſtence and 


education for them—to ſociety, that, inſtead of be- 


ing a burden on it, we may contribute by our la- 
bours to the public advantage. Let him that ſtole 
* ſteal no more; but rather labour, working with 
© his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give him that needeth.” _ Induſtry too is 
a ſafeguard againſt ſedition and other vices: The 
idle are in moſt danger of joining in riots, and be- 


ing ſeduced to every criminal indulgence, The 


man, who is fully occupied with his own, affairs, 

will have neither time nor inclination to intermed- 

dle with matters that do not belong to him. 
Sobriety i is another eſſential virtue of a good mem- 


ber of ſociety. Without habitual ſobriety there can 


be no ſteady exertions in our worldly occupations, 
nor in promoting the intereſts of our families, and 


of the community. Intemperance, beſides being a 
diſgrace to our rational me is productive of 
ſtrife, and of many evil works. Who hath woe— 


„ho hath. forrow—who hath contentions—who 


'* hath babling—who bath wounds without cauſe— 
by Batre bath redneſs of eyes? They that tarry long 
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at the wine, they who go to ſeek the mixt wine. 
The cheapneſs of ſpirituous liquors in this country 
is an evil, which there is more cauſe to regret, than 
many pretended grievances. It has produced ve- 
ry frequent intoxication among the lower ranks ; 
which is uſually attended with a contempt of autho- 
rity, and readineſs to engage in criminal -enterpri- 

ſes. It muſt undoubtedly enfeeble the conſtitutions 
of drunkards, and of their offspring. and diminiſh 
much their induſtry, and aide W qpower 
and opulence of the ſtate. 
| Acarx, Tuftice and integrity, in all their tranſac- 
tions, are indiſpenſibly requiſite of good citizens 
Beſides the moral turpitude of injuſtice, it is evident 
that the buſineſs and intercourſe of life could not be 
_earriedon with confidence and ſucceſs, without truth 
and integrity. Let-no incitement of gain, therefore, 
induce you to any act of fraud, or to take any un- 
due advantage of others. Be content with the mo- 
derate profits of induſtry, and be aſſured that * the 
little, which a righteous man hath, is better than 
the riches of many wicked.“ 

Lasrzy, The exerciſe of compaſſion and benefi- 

_ eence is an important, branch of the good works 
which we muſt be ready to perform. The opulent 

members of ſociety ſhould employ. much of their 
wealth in ſupplying the wants of the poor, in reſiev. 


ing or mitigating the diſtreſſes of their fellow-cres- 
tures, | 


. 


* 
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tures, and in promoting deſigns of public utility. 


To the honour of our age and country, there is not 
much cauſe to complain of a deficiency of benefi- 
cence among thoſe in the higher and middle ranks of 
life. As to thoſe in the lower ranks though they 
have not equal ad vantages for the exerciſe of boun- 
ty, they have alſo many opportunities of doing 


good to their own families, to their relations and- 


neighbours—by ſympathy and kind offices to the 
ſick, by training up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, by adminiſtering in- 


ſtructiou, advice, and conſolation, to thoſe with _ 


whom they are connected, by earneſt prayer in 
their behalf, and by exhibiting an example of holy 


living to all around them. Thus let each of us in 


our different ſtations be ready to every good work. 


By ſuch a conduct we ſhall adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour, and promote the ſucceſs of the 


_ goſpel in the world. We ſhall effectually advance 


the true intereſt of our country; for righteouſneſs 

* exalteth a nation, but fin is the reproach of any 
people.“ When acting thus, under the influence . 

of religious principles, we may expect. through tke 


merits of Chriſt, to dwell for ever in 9 abodes of 


purity, of 8 and joy. 


Frox an unwillingneſs to encroach longer on 
your time and patience, I forbear to enlarge on theſe 
inducements to comply with the exhortation in the 


dent, but hope you will pay due 2 attention to them 


in 
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in your own meditations on this intereſting ſubject. ; 


— 


Enough has been ſaid to evince, that every true 


Chriſtian muſt be a peaceable and obedient ſubject, 


and that all pretenſions to an intereſt in the bleſſings 


of the goſpel myſt be falſe and deluſive in thoſe, 

who are not ſubject to principalities and powers, 
"who do not obey magiſtrates, and who are not rea- 
dy to every good work. ; 
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